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no hesitation in seeking out its most distinguished soldier, the disgraced
ex-Grand Vizier Topal 'Osman (who was" then Governor of Erivan);
it gave him the rank of Sar'askar or Generalissimo, and placed him in
command of a relieving force consisting of some 80,000 men, drawn
mainly from the European provinces of Turkey. Topal 'Osman made
rapid progress at first, but his advance became slower after passing Mosul,
because of the numerous rivers to be crossed ; furthermore, when he
approached Kirkuk, the devastated state of the country rendered the
victualling of his troops a difficult matter.
A day or so after Ahmad Pasha had opened the negotiations for the
surrender of Baghdad, he received a message from Topal 'Osman to the
effect that he was marching to his relief as quickly as he could. Afrmad
Pasha read out in public the letter from Topal 'Osman, but the people
refused to believe that it was genuine until they had been shown the seal
and signature upon it.1 It was doubtless the receipt of this message
that caused Ahmad Pasha to prevaricate, and stipulate that the city should
not be handed over to Nadir until the end of Safar (nth August).
On leaving Kirkuk (which had managed to resist the force that Nadir
had sent against it when he was about to march on Baghdad), Topal
'Osman made for the Tigris and marched along its banks, so as to protect
the boats carrying his provisions, as well as to have water for his men.
Nadir sent word to Topal 'Osman that he would be ready to give him
battle whenever he pleased ; the Sar'askar retained the messenger and
sent no answer.
In order to meet the coming attack, Nadir dispatched all his army
northwards, except for a skeleton force of 12,000 men. He ordered
the withdrawal to be done in such manner that the besieged should not
know that " one drop of that boundless ocean " had ebbed away.8 He
did not leave the Persian lines outside Baghdad until the evening of the
6th Safar (i8th July), and joined his army on the following morning,
just before the battle began. The exact site of this batde is difficult to
determine, as the names given by von Hammer and other authorities
have undergone such mutilation ; von Hammer states that the batde
was fought at Douldjeilik, by the banks of the Tigris, thirty leagues from
Baghdad,8 while, according to Martin French, it took place at Jadida.*
Topal 'Osman had stationed his men by the river, where they were
»Ibid.
 *	T.N., p. 125.
 *	Vol. XIV, p. 290.   " Douldjeilik " suggests some place on the Tigris dose to Dujail (the latter
place, though at more or less the distance from Baghdad indicated by von Hammer, is some
miles west of the river).
*	See French's letter from Basra to London dated the 6th /i 7th August, 1733.   There is a village
named Khan Jadida on the-left bank of the Tigris 20 miles north of Baghdad.

